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SECTION  I. 
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'  The  township^of  Mentor  is  situated  on  the  Western  Reserve  in 
'Geauga  County,  Ohio,  bordering  on  Lake  Erie.  The  ridge  road 
from  Painesville  to  Cleveland  runs  through  it,  and  the  aspect  to  the 
eye  of  a  traveller,  in  passing  through,  is  of  the  most  pleasing  kind, 
for  at  once  he  beholds  large  farms,  elegant  buildings,  flourishing  or- 
chards and  delightful  gardens,  seemingly  all  things  necessary  to  ren- 
der a  people  happy  and  comfortable  as  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  boun- 
ties of  nature.  In  the  midst  of  this  flourishing  settlement  and  varie- 
gated scenery,  stands  a  commodious  chapel  or  church,  built  of  brick, 
having  wooden  steps  the  whole  width  of  the  building,  and  front  of 
this  is  a  small  public  square.  Two  public  houses  and  a  brick  school- 
house  compose  the  remainder  of  the  buildings  around  the  square. — 
Here  in  the  fall  of  1830,  I  ihad  the  privilege  in  company  with  Elder 
O.  Cowdery,  of  addressing  the  people  on  the  all  important  subject  of 
their  eternal  welfare;  and-sihce  that  time  I. have  passed  through  va- 
rious states,  having  travelled  in  all,  nearly  fifteen  thousand  miles,  de- 
voting my  time  almost  wholly  to  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  coveting 
i  no  man's  silver,  gold  or  apparel  nor  even  counting  my  life  dear  to 
myself — if  by  any  means  I  might  be  instrumental  through  the  grace 
of  God  in  bringing  souls  to  repentance,  having  been  called  unto  this 
holy  ministry  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy  and  revelation,  and  set  apart 
by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  Elders  of  the  church  of  the  lat- 
vterday  saints. 

Wlien  four  or  five  years  had  rolled  away  in  thus  devoting  mytime, 
and  suffering  many  privations,  I  returned  to  Kirtiand,  where  is  aJarge 
church  of  my  brethren,  which  is  an  adjoining  town  to  Mentor,  and  I 
felt  a  great  anxiety  to  visit  the  people  in  that  vicinity  once  more,  for 
the  spirit  of  the  Lord  was  upon  me,  manifesting  that  except  they 
would  repent  of  their  sins  and  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  servants  ot 
the  Lord,  whom  hediassent  forth  to  warn  this  generation,  and  to  pub- 
lish peace  and  salvation  to  all  nations  in  his  name,  and  yield  obedi- 
ence to  the  New  and  Everlasting  covenant,  ?that  great  calamities 
awaited  them,  and  that  the  iLord  God  would  speedily  visit  them  by  his 
sore  calamities  of  pestilence  and  other  great  judgments.  And  not 
only  them  but  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  also,  who  reject  the  ful- 
ness of  the  everlasting  Gospel,  for  when  they  do  this  they  become 
ripened  in  iniquity  and  they  must  fall.  Knowing  these  things,  I  felt 
weighed  down  in  my  spirit,  and  could  not  in  conscience  refrain  from 
warning  them  lest  their  blood  should  be  required  at  my  hands.  I 
therefore  visited  many  of  them  from  house  to  house  and  warned  them 
faithfully,  I  was  treated  with  personal  respect  by  some,  and  hospita- 
bly entertained  by  others,  and  may  the  Lord  reward  and  show  great 
mercy  unto  such,  but  most  of  those  whom  1  visited,  treated  the  things 
belonging  to  their  everlasting  peace  with  indifference,  and  even  with 
contempt,  and  none  seemed  willing  to  exert  the  least  influence  to  giv« 


me  a  public  hearing.  But  not  feeling  entirely  clear  as  yet,  to  give 
them  up,  and  feeling  anxious  for  their  salvation,  I  went  a  few  days  af- 
ter, from  house  to  house,  telling  the  people  that  I  would  deliver  a 
public  discourse  at  or  near  their  brick  meeting  house  on  Tuesday, 
the  7th  of  April,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  day  having  arrived,  I  star- 
ted to  fill  my  appointment  While  on  the  way  the  Spirit  of  God  gave 
mc  such  a  realizing  sense  of  their  situation,  the  hardness  of  their 
hearts,  and  the  blindness  of  their  minds,  that  I  could  no  longer  refrain, 
and  retiring  alone  to  a  grove*  I  there  poured  out  strong  crying  and 
prayers,  even  mixed  with  tears,  mourning  over  the  depravity  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  because  of  the  power  of  Satan,  which  seemed  to 
veil  the  whole  face  of  the  earth,  and  especially  to  shroud  the  minds  of 
fallen  religionists  with  darkness,  so  that  they  will  not  behold  the 
things  that  are  for  their  everlasting  peace,  but  clcse  their  minds 
against  the  .light  as  .all  former  ages  nave  done,  when  God  has  poured 
out  his  judgments  and  destroyed  the  wicked  from  off  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

After  I  had  done  this,  I  continued  my  walk  and  having  arrived  at 
the  place  a  little  ibefare  the  time  of  appointment,  I  went  into  one  of 
the  public  houses,  where  a  small  number  of  men  had  already  collect- 
ed, as  I  supposed. to  attend  the  meeting.  After  setting  a  few  minutes, 
Messrs.  Grandison  Newell  and  Elias  Randal  invited  me  into  another 
room.  I  readily -consented,  and  after  we  were  seated,  the  conversa- 
tion was  as  follows,  as  ttear  as  I  can  recollect.  Said  Mr.  Randall, 
Sir,  I  understand  you  intend  to  preaeh  near  this  place  to  day.  I  an- 
swered, I  have -an  appointment  and  calculate  to  fulfill  it-  It  is  our 
request,  said  he,  and  *the  general  voice  of  the  people  of  Mentor  also, 
that  you  should  not  preach  here,  for  we  do  not  wish  to  hear  you.  I 
answered  by  saying,  I  possessed  no  power  to  charm  or  draw  any  per- 
son to  me,  who  is  not  within  the  sound  of  my  voice,  and.it  is  very  ea- 
sy for  those  who  do  not  wish  to  hear,  to  keep  at  a  distance;,  but  if  any 
do  wish  to  (hear,  they,  under  our  government  have  the  liberty  of  con- 
science, the  suppression  of  which  in  past  ages,  has  caused  more 
innocent  blood  to  be  shed  than  ever  the  wars  for  conquest  among  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  or  the  various  nations  since  the  foundation  of 
the  world — and  sirs,  the  sages  of  our  government  seeing  the  evil  did 
by  the  blessings  of  God,  establish  the  rights  of  man  upon  the  broad 
basis  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which  I  hope  in  this  civilized  coun- 
try, to  enjoy  undisturbed,  and  if  none  wish  to  hear-,  and  all  stay  away, 
my  discourse  cannot  possibly  do  any  injury  however  absurd  or  erro- 
neous my  statements  may  be.  And  I  foel  bound  to  deliver  my  mes- 
sage, therefore  I  shall  not  desist.  Mr.  R.  answered — If  you  are  suf- 
fered to  preach  some  will  hear  you  and  doubtless  be  led  away  into  de-^ 
lusion  as  many  have  already  been.  Mr.  Newell  then  commanded  me 
not  to  attempt  to  preach  in  that  place,  or  any  where  in  the  township, 
for  said  he,  I  have  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  you  had  better  not 
attempt  it.  I  answered,  I  demand  your  authority,  sir,  for  I  will  rea- 
dily submit,  if  you  will  produce  any  legal  authority  of  the  town,  coun- 
ty, state  or  U.  S.  for  I  am  determined  to  be  subject  always  to  legal 
authority.  He  replied,  We  have  no  law  to  justify  us,  neither  shall 
we  attempt  to  reason  with  you  on  the  subject,  for  I  have  a  revelation, 


Trom  God  that  you  shall  not  preach  here  to-day.  I  replied  to  him  that 
ft  would  obey  God  who  had  sent  me,  rather  than  man.  He  then  said  to 
me,  as  we  were  leaving  the  room,  that  if  I  preached  I  should  do  it  at 
my  own  peril.  Between  one  and  two  hundred  men  were  collected. 
but  I  saw  no  women,  only  a  few  at  the  adjoining  houses,  and  the 
time  of  my  appointment  having  arrived,  I  walked  across  the  squarelto 
tthe  meeting  house  which  was  shut  against  me.  Notwithstanding  it 
belongs  to  an  order  of  people  calling  themselves  Disciples,  but  genc*- 
rally  known  by  the  name  of  Campbellitos.  They  profess  great  liglw 
and  liberality  of  sentiment,  although  it  seems  that  they,  like  mam. 
others,  are  afraid  to  meet  the  truth  in  the  field  of  fair  investigation, 
having  become  sensible  that  their  system  of  a  form  denying  the  pow- 
-er  would  stand  the  test  no  better  than  the  system  of  the  great  goddfcs* 
Diana  of  the  Ephesians.  For  you  understand  that  the  craftsmen^ 
around  about  her  magnificent  tempk:  were  under  the  necessity  of 
maintaining,  by  noise  and  uproar,  what  argument  and  reason  failed 
to  do.  Hut  to  return  to  the  subject,  having  sea'ted  myself  on  the 
steps,  some  of  the  people  soon  collected  around  me,  and  some  being 
seated,  while  others  were  standing  in  seei nfiig 'amazement  to  see  whai 
would  follow.  I  cast  myself  into  the  handset'  him  who  had  sent  me,  awl 
arose  &  opened  the  servicesby  rendingn  [W rtionof  the  book  of  Mormbq?» 
but\soon  after  I  had  closed  the  book  and  commenced  to  speak,  I  sawra- 
Land  of  men  collected  about  '20  rods  from  mo.  Two  Bugles,  a  Bas*. 
Drum,  and  several  smaller  ones,  with  then'  Fife,  were  put  into  liveW: 
motion,  and  the  men  in  regular  file  came  marching  towards  tin*  pla#u 
where  I  stood  speaking,  .headed  by  ftfri  G.  Newell  in  front,  the  miiK*?! 
ciitns  and  company  following — some  we're  prepared  with  whips,  sorr*v 
with  Pistols,  and  others  armed  with  swords  drawn  from  their  sheaths, 
and  glistening  iu  the  brightening  sun  beams.  The  scene  was  so&<  - 
Utfag  truly  novel  in  our  great  ^public,  but  fo  me  it  was  solemn  W 
y.»i»l  description— at  least  my  language  (ails  to  describe  it.  TMf 
march-d  near  the  platform,  pii  <W.hrch  1  stood  proclaiming  to  sdrrj>< 
twenlyormore  who  seemed  to  be  idle  spectators  of  what  passed., 
I'he  music  or  noise  for  a  moment  drowned  mv  voice*  hut  when  thntf 
had  passed.  I  again  resumed  mv  discourse,  feeling  determined  totf?'- 
hver  my  message.  They  countinuod  to  march  round  and  round  l))v 
square,  but  i  still  continued  to  proclaim,  onlv  fciiig  interrupted  aUr^. 
tervals,  by  the  overwhelming  noise  of  the  'music\is  they  marched 
near  me;  l)itt  as  I  was  about  to  close  mv  address,  they  a."am  mo  relied 
within  a  few  feet  of  where  I  stood,  and  thev  discharged^  full  yollcA 
ol  eggs  at  me,  some  of  which  struck  ma  in  the  face  and  others  l>.'- 
smearmg  me  from  head  to  foot.  Thev  passed  ,.n,  and  1  then  rbftfo 
mod  my  discourse  by  telling  the  people  lhat  t  hail  discharged  mv  V$. 
U,  and  I  felt  that  my  garments  were  dear  of  their  blood,  and  I  thank'- 
ed  and  praised  God  who  had  given  me  strength  to  endure  such  pe> 
M-eution,  and  had  counted  me  worthy  to  suili-r  all  these  things  for 
I  "hnst's  sake  and  the  Gospel's.  I  then  e'oscd  bv  bidding  those  arnr:  d 
me  adieu  and  walking  slowly  across  the,  square,  .meditating  on  |]j« 
scene,  for  1  had  an  uncommon  composure  of  mind,  considering  th- 
occasion.  But  I  had  not  proceeded  far  l  fore  themob  began  to  pur*..- 
me  with  great  haste  and  confusion,  with  their  swords  brandishing  in 


(tie  air,  their  pistols  nring,  tneir  Lruiiipcis  suuuuuig,  men  uiuua  ^  ,.,- 
ing,  their  fifes  thrilling,  their  men  hollowing,  their  dogs  joining  with 
a  general  howl,  and  their  cattle  running,  so  that  the  whole  presented 
a  scene  of  uproar  and  confusion  seldom,  if  ever,  witnessed  in  any 
land  of  arts  and  sciences,  saying  nothing  of  our  boasted  land  of  free- 
dom, civilization  and  Christianity. 

I  walked  slowly  onward,  being  accompanied  by  two  other  brethren 
who  had  stood  by  me  undaunted  during  the  whole  scene,  even  re- 
joicing that  they  had  the  privilege  of  living  in  a  day  when  tlx?  Scrip- 
tures are  so  fast  and  plainly  fulfilling.  The  riotors  did  not  lay  vio- 
lent hands  upon  us,  neither  did  they  pursue  us  far  before  they  halted  & 
we  saw  no  more  of  them.  But  we  returned  homo  rejoicing,  remem- 
bering, that  all  inspired  men  before  us  had  suffered  shame,  and  many 
of  them  even  death,  for  the  same  holy  cause  in  which  we  arc  enga- 
ged. 

SECTION  2. 

But  as  I  presume  that  it  will  be  interesting  to  the  readers  of  this  lit- 
tle pamphlet,  to  see  an  outline  of  the  discourse  delivered  on  the  occa- 
sion described  above,  I  will  proceed  to  notice  as  briefly  as  I  can,  a 
few  of  the  most  important  items-      I  commenced  the  service  by  read- 

ng  in  the  book  of  Mormon,  commencing  on  the  512th  pago   which 
reads  as  follows: 

And  now  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  that  when  the  Lord  shall  sec  fit,  in  his  wis- 
iom,  that  these  sayings  shali  come  unto  the  Gentiles,  according  to  his  word, 
'hen  ye  may  know  that  the  covenant  which  the  Father  hath  made  with  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  concerning  their  restoration  to  the  lands  of  their  inheritance,  in 
dready  beginning  to  be  fulfilled;  and  ye  may  know  Ibat  the  words  of  the  Lord, 
which  have  been  spoken  by  the  holy  prophets,  shall  all  be  fulfilled:  and  yo  need 
aot  say  that  the  Lord  delays  his  coming  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  and  ye  need 
not  imagine  in  your  hearts,  that  the  words  which  have  been  spoken  are  vain,  for 
)ehold,  the  Lord  will  remember  his  covenant  which  he  hath  made  unto  his  peo- 
ole  of  the  house  of  Israel.  And  when  ye  shall  see  these  sayings  coming  forth 
unong  you,  then  ye  need  not  any  longer  spurn  at  the  doings  of  the  Lord,  for  the 
iword  of  his  justice  is  in  his  right  hand,  and  behold  at  that  day,  if  ye  shall  spurn 
it  his  doings,  he  will  cause  it  that  it  shall  soon  overtake  you.  Wo  unto  him 
;hat  spurneth  at  the  doings  of  the  Lord;  yea,  wo  unto  him  thai  shall  deny  tl»e 
Christ  and  his  works;  yea,  wo  unto  him  that  shall  deny  the  revelations  of  tb« 
Lord,  and  that  shall  say,  the  Lord  no  longer  worketh  by  revelation,  or  by  pro- 
phecy, or  by  gifts,  or  by  tongues,  or  by  healings,  or  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
jrhost;  yea,  and  wo  unto  him  that  shall  say  at  that  day,  that  there  can  be  no  mi- 
■acle  wrought  by  Jesus  Christ,  for  to  get  gain;  for  he  that  doeth  this,  shall  be- 
some  like  unto  the  son  of  perdition,  for  whom  there  was  no  mercy,  according  to 
.he  word  of  Christ.  Yea,  and  ye  need  not  any  longer  hiss,  nor  spurn,  nor  mako 
fame  of  the  Jews,  nor  of  any  of  the  remnant  of  the  house  of  Israel,  for  behold  the 
Lord  remembereth  his  covenant  unto  them,  and  he  will  do  unto  them  according 
,o  that  which  he  hatli  sworn;  therefore  ye  need  not  suppose  that  ye  can  turn  tbe 
ighthand  of  the  Lord  uir.o  the  left,  that  he  may  not  execute  judgment  unto  the 
^filling  of  the  covenant  which  he  hath  made  unto  the  house  of  Israel. 

Hearken,  O  ye  Gentiles,  &  hear  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  hi- 
ring God,  which  he  hath  commanded  me  that  I  should  speak  concerning  yon: 
"or  behold  he  commandeth  me  that  I  should  write,  saying,  Turn,  all  ye  Gentile*, 
■»om  your  wicked  ways,  and  repent  of  your  evil  doings,  of  your  lyings  and  de- 
leivings,  and  of  your  whoredoms,  and  of  your  secret  abominations,  and  your 
idolatries,  and  of  your  murders,  and  yo  ir  priestcrafts,  and  your  envying*,  and 
rour  strifes,  and  from  all  your  wickedness  and  abominations,  and  rome  unto  me, 
uid  be  baptized  in  my  name,  that  you  may  receive  a  remission  of  your  sins,  and 
be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  ye  may  be  numbered  with  ray  people,  which 
ire  ef  the  house  of  Israel. 


1  llieil    CiOSCU  Ul«    UUUK   uuu    ihu^i.ui^u  «io    imwno.     »    .t,j«/.w.u    ...v.    v^r 

)K)rtitnity  that  1  have  this  day  of  addressing  some  of  the  people  of  Men- 
tor on  the  all  important  subject  of  their  eternal  welfare,  and  I  shall 
endeavor  to  maintain  the  strictest  regard  for  tho  personal  feelings  of 
all  present,  while  at  the  same  time,  1  shall  strive  to  preach  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  plainness. 

That  which  most  immediately  concerns  this  generation  is  the  se- 
cond coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  X-hrist.  And  he  is  soon  to  make  hi* 
personal  appearance  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  with  power  and  great 
glory,  taking  vengeance  on  all  those  who  know  not  God,  and  who 
obey  not  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Eighteen  hundred  years  have 
rolled  away  since  his  first  advent  into  the  world,  and  when  he  left  it, 
being  separated  from  his  disciples  by  a  bright  cloud,  angels  declared 
that  4he  should  so  come  in  like  manner.  Hut  signs  were  to  precede 
him,  and  these  are  the  things  for  which  we  ought  to  look,  in  order 
that  we  might  all  be  ready.  And  now  I  appeal  to  all  present.  HavA 
you  all  obeyed  the  Gospel,  and  arc  you  living  by  every  word  that  pro- 
ceeds out  of  the  mouth  of  God?  For  if  not  you  would  do  well  to  pre- 
pare quickly.  For  the  Lord  has  in  our  day  and  generation  opened 
the  heavens,  and  spoken  by  his  own  voice,  hy  the  ministering  of  ho- 
ly angels,  and  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy  and  revelation.  And  he  ha* 
now  sent  me,  one  of  his  servants,  to  warn  the  people  of  this  place  to 
repent  of  all  their  wickedness,  and  be  baptized  for  a  remission  of  their 
sins  iu  his  name,  that  they  might  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  {Spirit, 
as  in  days  of  old,  and  be  numbered  with  the  house  of  Israel. 

For  all  the  mighty  and  tremendous  judgments  that  are  to  precede 
Ids  coming,  spoken  of  in  the  Scriptures,  are  soon  to  take  place  or  ta 
poured  out  upon  the  heads  of  this  generation,  even  those  who  reject 
kis  words  and  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  his  servants,  whom  he 
ban  sent  to  turn  them  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  to  him. 

Some  of  the  things  that  are  to  precede  his  coming  as  foretold  by 
the  prophets,  the  Savior  himself  and  by  his  inspired  apostles,  are  pes- 
tilences, famines,  wars,  earthquakes  in  divers  places  and  distress 
of  nations  with  perplexity.  Men's  hearts  failing  them  for  fear  and 
for  looking  after  those  things  that  are  coming  on  tho  earth.  Th© 
Savior  also  said  that  his  angels  should  fly  to  the  four  quarters  of  th* 
earth,  to  gather  up  his  saints,  or  his  elect,  for  Israel,  the  seed  of  Ab- 
raham will  be  gathered  from  their  long  dispersion  to  build  up  th« 
waste  places  of  Jerusalem,  as  Isaiah  says,  'to  rear  up  the  desola- 
tions of  many  generations.'  While  all  this  is  completing,  the  saint* 
will  be  gathering'  to  Zion  with  songs  of  everlasting  joy.  The  trump 
»f  the  archangel  sounding,  the  graves  of  saints  opening  and  they  ri- 
sing to  meet  their  coming  Lord.  The  Spirit  of  God  will  then  be  pour- 
ed out  upon  all  his  servants  and  handmaids,  so  that  they  will  prophesy 
arid  see  visions.  The  burning  of  Babylon,  the  great,  the  same  that 
has  made  all  nations  drunk  with  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  her  fornica- 
tion. And  the  great,  the  rich  and  the  mighty  men  and  the  chief 
captains  calling  for  the  rocks  and  the  mountains  to  fall  upon  then* 
and  hide  them  from  the  face  of  him  who  sits  upon  the  throne  and 
from  tho  wrath  of  the  Lamb.     The  mountains  flowing  down  at  hrs 
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presence,  the  vallies  being  exalted  and  the  earth  reeling  to  and  fro 
as  a  drunken  man,  while  but  few  men,  says  Isa.  will  be  saved.  And 
all  these  are  a  few  of  the  things  that  this  generation  must  witness,  as 
sure  as  the  great  Jehovah,  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  the  holy  angels  or 
the  holy  apostles,  prophets  or  servants  have  ever  spoken  the  truth.— 
And  .now  having  warned  those  of  you  in  this  vicinity,  who  have 
(been  disposed  to  listen,  to  repent  and  prepare  for  that  great  day;  and 
although  many  have  been  disposed  to  be  angry,  to  mock  at  and  evea 
treat  with  contempt  those  sacred  things.  I  therefore  call  Heaven 
and  Earth,  Angels  and  Men  to  witness  that  1  am  clear  of  your  blood. 
And  if  these  things  come  upon  you  while  unprepared,  then  you 
will  remember  that  an  humble  servant  of  God  stood  among  you  this 
*Jay,  in  the  midst  of  confusion,  disregarding  your  rage  and  all  your 
scoffing,  and  faithfully  warned  you  to  prepare  for  the  day  that  is  "soon 
at  hand.  For  doing  which  he  was  mocked  and  scoffed  and  shame- 
fully treated.  But  I  have  borne  it  in  the  name  and  for  the  sake  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  I  now  bid  you  adieu.     Amen. 

SECTION  3. 

. 

This,  in  short,  is  the  outline  of  what  I  delivered  em  the  occasion 
described  above;  but  being  often  interrupted  by  the  riot,  it  was  of 
course,  spoken  in  a  broken  and  imperfect  manner. 

But  well  did  the  inspired  apostle  say,  that  'in  the  last  days  perilous 
times  should  come*  men  should  be  lovers  of  th^ir  own  selves,  cove- 
tous, boasters,  proud  blasphemers,  false  accusers,  fierce  despisers  of 
those  that  are  good,  traitors,  heady,  high  minded,  lovers  of  pleasure 
more  than  lovers  of  God.  Having  a  form  of  Godliness,  but  denying 
the  power  thereof.  I  can  say,  that  I  am  astonished  that  persons  who 
.profess  so  great  light  and  so  much  religion  as  the  people  of  Mentor, 
that  they  should  condescend  So  conduct  more  worthy  the  heathen  idol- 
aters than  enlightened,  Christum  republicans,  but  so  it  is.  And  I  can 
only  say  with  the  deepest  feeling  of  my  heart,  "O!  that  this  people 
knew  the  things  that  belong  to  their  peace!  but  now  they  are  hid  from 
their  eyes,  I  only  add  may  the  Lord  bear  long  with  them,  and  grant 
unto  them  space. for  repentance,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do. — 
And  may  he  deal  with  them  according  to  his  justice,  mercy  and  good- 
ness, and  may  ,hc  cause  righteousness  and  truth  to  spread  and  take 
deep  root  in  the  hearts  of  thousands  and  tons  of  thousands,  yet  in  our 
beloved  country,  and  among  all  nations,  kindreds,  tongues  and  peo- 
ple, bringing  forth  the  fruits  of  salvation  and  eternal  life.  That  alJ 
wickedness  may  be  destroyed,  and  truth  prevail  until  'all  the  people 
shall  become  righteous- — 'and  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
cover  the  earth  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea.'  May  each  revolving 
year  give  accessions  to  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer  &  an  increase  to 
his  kingdom — until  the  last  trump  shall  sound  and  time  be  no  more, 
when  all  the  saints  shall  meet  in  Eternity  in  the  celestial  kingdom  of 
our  God  to  go  no  more  out     Even  so — amen. 

PARLEY  P.  PRATT. 


SECTION  4.; 

Being  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  passing  through  the  coun- 
try, on  the  7th  of  April,  approaching  a  public  house,  not  far  from  the 
center  of  the  township  of  Mentor,  near  which  stood  a  very  commo- 
dious house  erected  for  public  worship,  which  so  frequently  meets 
the  eye  of  the  traveller  as  he  passes  through  the  flourishing  towns 
•and  villages  on  the  Western  Reserve,  and  indeed  in  almost  all  parts 
of  this  free  and  happy  country,  which  bears  such  evident  marks  of 
liberality  and  of  the  idea  of  a  Supreme  Being,  as  well  as  the  noble 
sentiments  which  animated  the  bosoms  of  those  illustrious  patriots, 
who  framed  the  American  constitution  with  respect  to  matters  of  reli- 
gion and  rights  of  conscience.  While  musing  and  meditating  upon 
the  pleasant  scenery  around  me  produced  by  nature,  industry  and  art) 
and  thinking  how  happily  this  neighborhood  must  live  here,  my  at- 
tention on  a  sudden  was  caught  by  seeing  several  women  collected  at 
a  Bpacious  farm  house  near  the  chapel,  and  occasionally  stepping  on? 
before  the  house,  and  looking  with  much  earnestness  towards  the 
house  of  worship,  where  several  men  had  collected  near  the  door  and 
others  seemed  to  be  gathering.  I  alighted  at  the  tavern,  and  asked 
the  landlord  what  occasioned  such  a  collection?  He  said  to  me,  there 
is  preaching.  My  curiosity  soon  drew  me  to  the  spot,  where  I  seat- 
ed myself  on  the  platform.  Finding  the  preacher  outside  of  the  house, 
and  the  door  closed,  and  as  I  understood  by  the  by,  against  him. — 
The  speaker  was  a  tall,  young  looking  man,  well  dressed,  and  seem- 
ed to  be  very  intelligent.  To  see  such  a  sight  was  indeed  novel  to 
me,  in  this  land  of  religious  freedom,  which  supports  so  many  religious 
teachers  with  high  and  fat  salaries,  and  which  sends  forth  such  a  mul- 
titude of  Missionaries  among  the  heathen  nations,  to  enlighten  and 
civilize  them,  and  to  spread  the  benign  influence  of  the  light  of  the 
glorious  Gospel  among  those  who  sit  in  the  region  and  the  shadow  of 
death. 

The  people  seemed  to  be  very  uneasy  while  the  preacher  was  read- 
ing to  them  with  great  solemnity,  a  chapter  out  of  a  book  that  he  cal- 
led 'the  book  of  Mormon.'  But  about  the  time  he  closed  the  book,  to 
my  astonishment,  a  well  dressed  man  who  stood  near  me,  cried  out 
with  a  Stentorian  voice,  "every  man  to  his  post."  At  this  the  most 
of  the  congregation  (which  by  this  time  became  quite  numerous)  re- 
paired to  the  tavern.  A  bugle  was  sounded  and  a  company  soon  for- 
med, with  drums  and  fifes  playing  and  beating  a  martial  air.  And 
being  headed  by  the  man  who  had  previously  given  them  the  watch- 
word. During  this  time  the  man  continued  to  preach,  and  the  mob 
(for  so  I  feel  in  justice  to  call  them)  commenced  their  march,  with 
music  in  full  sound,  towards  the  man  who  was  speaking,  as  if  lie  was 
defiling  their  sacred  house. 

About  this  time  I  addressed  myself  to  an  aged,  venerable  looking 
man  who  had  seated  himself  near  me,  and  seemed  very  much  pleased 
to  witness  the  valor  flisplayed  on  the  occasion  by  this  band  of  heroes, 
who  looked  quite  brave,  and  numbered  some  fifty  or  sixty,-  being  ar- 
med with  clubs,  whips,  swords  and  pistols,  and  as  they  marched  up 
near,  I  said  to  him,  Is  this  the  way  people  worship  the  Lo'ftFin  tills 
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Country?  He  said,  no.  But  observing  my  surprise,  he  continued — 
You  would  not  be  astonished,  sir,  if  you  only  knew  the  circumstances 
•concerning  this  whole  matter.  That  man,  said  he,  pointing  to  the 
preacher,  belongs  to  a  religious  sect  who  has  arisen  up  near  us,  and 
who.  are  determined  to  take  the  whole  country,  i  then  asked  him 
what  they  were  called.  He  said  they  were  called  Mormons.  I  told 
him  that  1  had  frequently  heard  of  that  people.  O!  said  he,  you  know 
'nothing  about  them,  they  have  got  foothold  in  Kirtland,  but  We  are 
determined,  to  drive  them  out  and  not  to  have  such  a  people  among 
us.  I  asked  him  what  doctrine  they  held  to?  O!  said  he,  they  have 
an  illegitimate  child  in  Kirtland  whom  they  call  Christ.  And  they 
have  chosen  his  twelve  apostles  and  seventy  other  disciples  to  preach 
him,  as  they  say,  in  ail  the  world.  They  are  also  building  a  great 
stone  temple  among  them,  and  they  say  that  when  it  is  finished,  theso 
apostles  are  going  to  be  endued  with  power  to  work  miracles,  such  a* 
healing  the  sick,  opening  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  &c.  &c.  And  that 
■man,  pointing  to  the  speaker  again,  is  one  of  their  apostles,  and  he 
has  been  all  through  our  neighborhood,  from  house  to  house,  talking 
to  us,  but  we  are  determined  he  shall  not  preaeh  here  in  peace. 

But  if  any  other  sect  .wishes  to  preach  here,  we  will  use  them  well. 
1  asked  him  if  these  people  made  many  converts?  Yes,  said  he,  they 
have  preachers  all  over  the  country,  and  their  converts  are  flocking 
into  Kirtland  from  every  direction,  and  are  in  a  starving  condition. — 
I  told  him  that  I, was  astonished  that  people  should  be  led  away  with 
•uch  strange  .stum  Said  he,  I  told  you  but  little,  but  if  you  will  get 
&e  antirJVformon  book,  it  willt  tell  you  all  about  them.  I  then  asked 
firm  where  I  could  obtain  one.  <He  said  they  were  printed  at  Paihes- 
rille,  and  ought  to  be  spread  all  over  the  world  to  put  a  stop  to  Mor- 
monism.  I  observed  to  him  that  the  preacher  seemed  to  be  but  litti» 
disturbed  with  the  noise  and  confusion  around  him.  O  said  he,  he  is 
used  to  i|,  he  has  been  in  such  scrapes  before,  in  Missouri.  I  asked 
if  they  had  a  church  there.  He  replied,  that  they  went  there  and 
threatened  to  take  the  whole  country,  and  to  destroy  the  inhabitants, 
and  that  blood  should  run  down  their  streets  like  water.  By  this  time 
the  heroes  who  we-xe  marching  round  and  round,  occasionally  pass- 
ing near  us,  had  obtained  courage  enough  to  discharge  a  whole  show- 
er of  eggs  at  the  preacher,  who  soon  finished  his  discourse  and  delib- 
erately walked  off.  But  the  scene  of  riot  and  confusion  which  ensued 
I  cannot  describe.  Here  my  informant  stopped  his  relation  to  join 
the  general  procession,  who  were  pursuing  the  inoffensive  looking 
speaker,  and  one  or  two  more  who  started  with  him.  I  soon  after 
mounted  my  horse  again,  leaving  this  troublous  scene  and  pursued 
my  journey,  reflecting  upon  the  consequences  which  result  from  such 
occurrences,  if  they  were  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed,  and  were  not 
damped  with  the  disapprobation  of  an  enlightened  public.  *  My  infor- 
mant told  me,  however,  that  the  Leader  of  this  band  of  heroes,  was 
one  of  the  first  men  in  their  town,  and  was  worth  twenty  thousand 
dollars.  I  think  he  called  his  name  Newell.  And  I  verily  think  that 
his  modern  Knight  ought  to  have  the  honor  of  his  name's  being  en- 
rolled with  Don  Quixotte  and  Sancho  Panza,  and  handed  down  to  pos- 
terity as  a  reward  of  his  valor  displayed  on  this  occasion. 
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I  have  since  conversed  with  some  of  the  heads  of  this  strange  peo- 
ple, and  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  see  nothing  very  strange  in  their 
doctrine,  when  I  learned  it  from  themselves  without  misrepresenta- 
tion. Their  principles  seem  to  be  based  upon  the  Scriptures  in  their 
literal  sense.  However  they  have  an  addition  of  a  record,  called  the 
book  of  Mormon,  which  they  hold  as  sacred  as  the  Old  and  New  tes- 
taments. It  gives  an  account  of  the  forefathers  of  the  natives  whom 
we  call  Indians,  which  it  seems  by  this  record  are  a  branch  of  the 
house  of  ancient  Israel. 

The  little  time  I  have  had  to  examine  this  book,  I  found  it  very  in- 
teresting, and  I  thought  my  time  well  employed.  And  I  think  upon 
the  whole  whether  this  people  are  true  or  false,  the  opposition  shown 
them  looks  very  much  like  the  times  through  which  the  apostles  of 
Jesus  passed  anciently,  while  preaching  the  gospel  among  the  self- 
righteous  Jews,  and  afterward  among  the  idolatrous  Gentilea,  who 
were  blinded  by  their  superstitions.  But  alas!  alas!  when  will  the 
time  come  that  peace  and  harmony  will  cover  the  earth,  and  all  the 
hostile  feelings  of  mankind  cease  forever,  and  all  become  of  one  heart 
and  one  mind,  all  see  eye  to  eye.  O  that  God  would#  hasten  that 
glorious  day  when  all  the  jarrings,  contentions  and  animosities  which- 
are  now  distracting  the  world,  shall  cease  to  exist  forever. 

A  NEW  ENGLANDER. 
jr.  S..    I  have  written  these  few  lines  and  addressed  them  to  you, 
*od  if  you  think  they  will  be  of  any  service  to  you,  they  are  at  your 


